Introduction

This year, as Grand Blanc Township celebrates its 175" birthday and becomes a “quartoseptcentennial” community, the desire to
preserve and protect its rich heritage is of strongest interest. A grant was awarded to the township under the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 through the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG). The purpose of this
funding is to conduct a Historic District Resource Identification and Preservation Plan.

Over the years, interest in historic preservation has become increasingly popular. Not only is it a method of preserving a
community’s rich heritage for future generations, it is also seen as an ecologically conscious way of preserving the environment by
utilizing existing structures rather than destroying them for new and not always quality structures. Under the guidelines of
Michigan’s Local Historic Districts Act, PA 169 of 1970, “historic preservation safeguards a community’s heritage, stabilizes and
improves property values, fosters civic beauty, strengthens the local economy and promotes the use of historic buildings and
properties for the education, welfare and pleasure of our citizens.” This law enables local governments to adopt a historic district
ordinance that contains design review guidelines based on national standards. It allows an appointed Historic District Study
Committee to decide which historic resources are significant to its history.

PA 169 provides the process for preserving and protecting those
resources and ensures that the law is fairly and equitably
applied to all residents in the community.

Under the premise of PA 169, the State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO) of the Michigan Department of History,

Arts and Libraries has established a very detailed
multiple step process for creating historic
resource surveys and local historic districts

in Michigan. First, the guidelines state that

a Historic District Study Committee

(HDSC) must be appointed which

was completed prior to the award

of this study project (the appointed

study committee members

are listed under the

acknowledgment in

the preceding section).
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The next step is conducting a Potential Historic Resource Survey. Funded primarily with CDBG funds, this survey is the
basis for evaluating potential historic resources and includes areas recommended for further review for possible local
historic districts (under “areas of further interest”). This survey is in accordance with the guidelines as stated in the
Michigan SHPO Local Historic District Manual and the Manual for Historic and Architectural Surveys in Michigan.

The team of Gould Engineering, Inc., as lead consultant, along with Ted Hu Associates Architects, and A.H. Kundinger, have
worked closely with the Historic District Study Committee to prepare this document as an initial step toward preserving
the township’s history. We are confident this study will be a highly useful tool to the Committee in making determinations,
recommendations, and applying for local historic district designations under the Local Historic District Act PA 169 and
historic registries of federal, state and local levels under the National Register Program of the National Park Service, also
administered through the SHPO.
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