site Name: U.S. Military Road Marker Miscellangous o

Location: Saginaw Road and Dort Highway
Year Est: marker placed in 1927 (date source: historic publications)

History/Descriptive Notes: Erected by the Genesee Chapter Daughters
of the American Revolution, this marker (plaque on large boulder) was
placed in honor of the military road that was used to transport troops and
materials from Detroit to Mackinaw, and also for use by settlers. It was
authorized by congress in 1827 and built north, to the Flint settlement area
in 1833. Charles and John Butler were influential in seeing this road built.
The marker is located within the Whigville Community area.

Due to the heavy traffic at its present location, this marker is difficult to
read. The committee should discuss moving it to a more visible location,
perhaps one that has significant pedestrian traffic and is still located on
Saginaw Road.

site Name: The Plank Road’s

Location: Fenton Road, Holly Road, and Saginaw Road
Tax Parcel Number: n/a
Year Built: ca. 1850's (per historic publications)

History/Descriptive Notes: In the mid 1800s, as more people settled in the Grand Blanc Territory,
traveling from village to village became a necessity. Roads, often times old Indian trails, were very
treacherous to travel. In the late 1840s the idea of plank roads was established and companies were
formed to finance and constructed these roads made of wide hewn timber planks. They were built
throughout Michigan. In fact, Michigan was one of the leaders in plank road construction. Historic
records state that Fenton, Holly and Saginaw Roads were originally plank roads, which allowed for travel
between the Flint and Holly communities. Stage coach stops were located along these routes. The Gibson
Tavern in Gibsonville (Whigville) was one stop located in the township as it is known today. However,
funding was scarce, so to reimburse investors they became toll roads. It didn’t take long for this “new” |
method of road constructipn to fall by the wayside. Although there are no remains of the plank roads Uncovering the base of an old plank
today, they represent a unique place in the development of our roadway system. A marker road in East Lansing - Photo courtesy of the
commemorating these “original” roads is worth considering. Michigan Department of History, Arts, and Libraries













