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TThhee WWhhiiggvviillllee CCoommmmuunniittyy
The Brainerds were the first to settle in the Saginaw, Hill, and Center
Road area, which became known as the “Brainerd Settlement”. Soon
after, in 1833,  Charles De Witt Gibson settled into this area and
purchased 160 acres. Later he would purchase 240 more acres, making
him a prominent land owner in this community. He opened a store
where he sold goods to the new residents and traded with the Indians.
At the northwest corner of Saginaw and Hill he built a tavern known
as the Gibson Hotel. His home was located opposite of it, on the south side of Hill. The hotel was a place of great social
gatherings in the community, as well as a halfway house for travelers between Detroit and Saginaw. In 1851, the First Baptist
Church was built south of Gibson’s property.  This settlement became known as “Gibsonville” and was a developing commerce
area. However, in the 1870s refusal by Gibson to allow the railroad to cross his property led to the decline of business and routed
most commerce to Grand Blanc Center (now the City of Grand Blanc), where the railroad was allowed. Rather than running
through the Gibson property, the railroad ran along the east side of Saginaw Road through the Davison Farmstead.

The area was also commonly known as “Whigville”. Some speculate it was named
after the Whig political party. To this day it is still considered the unincorporated
community of Whigville.

There are no remains of the Gibson home, hotel, or store. In fact, the center of this
area has experienced virtually all new development. There are some scattered
structures that fall within the designated historic timeline but not necessarily
relevant to the Gibson era. This area is,
however, one of the most historically
noteworthy in terms of pioneer activity
and milestones.  The fact that it has
been given its own community name
signifies it as a possible historic district
worth researching further. The few
remaining resources that could be
considered in this potential historic
district include the First Baptist
Church, Davison Farmstead, Maple
Cemetery, Morgan Home, U.S. Military
Road marker, and Evergreen Cemetery.
Two of these sites are currently
Michigan Registered Historic Sites.

 Gibson Social Party invitation
 Photo from the Grand Blanc Evening News - 1973

Fort “Wigvill” cafe
 Photo courtesy of Grand Blanc Heritage Museum
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The boundary of this community has been mapped extensively throughout the years. However, there isn’t much
consistency in the limits represented on various maps. Perhaps this is due to changes in commerce and ownership
boundaries.  We recommend further research of the various boundary locations and a comparison of these with
today’s property ownerships and structure locations and that the committee considers this area for its historic
significance.

Old map of Gibsonville (Whigville) by Ora Gould
Courtesy of Gould Engineering, Inc.










