
109

BBeeccoommiinngg aa CCeerrttiiffiieedd LLooccaall GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt ((CCLLGG))
The National Historic Preservation Act, passed in 1966, established a preservation
program that would operate as a partnership between the federal government
and the states. This program is aimed at identification, evaluation, registration,
and protection of historic resources and the establishment of a State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) in each state to administer the program.

An amendment to the act in 1980 expanded this program by creating a new
federal-state and local partnership program that gives local units of government
the opportunity to participate in the national preservation program by becoming a Certified Local Government. The role of CLGs in
the partnership includes the responsibilities of administering local preservation ordinances, maintaining systems for survey of
historic resources, and participating in the National Register program. In doing so, the CLG becomes eligible to apply for sub-grants
available only to CLG Communities.  The SHPO and National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Secretary of the Interior certifies local
governments to participate in the partnership.

The purpose of the CLG is to encourage participation of local governments in the Historic Preservation Program while maintaining
standards consistent with the NHPA to enrich, develop, and help maintain local programs and to provide financial and technical
assistance to further this purpose.

The Benefits of Becoming a CLG:

1) Strengthening the historic preservation program at the local level by integrating historic preservation issues early on
in local planning and decision making.

2) A CLG carries more weight and has a more direct participation in the National Register nomination process than
other local governments. If a CLG recommends that a property is eligible, the SHPO will most likely proceed with
the nomination.

3) A CLG may negotiate other responsibilities in its agreement with the SHPO. If a local unit has appropriately
qualified staff it may perform expanded duties in the federal tax credit program and/or the review and compliance
program.  For example, under the tax credit program a CLG could make recommendations to the SHPO regarding
whether or not a rehabilitation program should be certified.

4) CLG’s will also be provided training through the SHPO to enrich, develop, and maintain their historic preservation
programs.

5) At least 10 percent of the annual Historic Preservation Funds made to Michigan under the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) must be distributed to the CLGs. The grants are 60/40 matching grants available on a
reimbursement basis and only available to CLGs. Eligible activities for grants include survey work, preparation of
national registry nominations, and the preparation of preservation plans for local historic resources, to name a few.

6) Becoming a CLG promotes a positive image for the community by demonstrating the commitment toward
preserving historic resources.

The Becker Farm – 1329 E. Reid Road
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Briefly, the obligations and requirements for CLGs are listed below and are taken from the Michigan Department of History Arts and
Libraries, SHPO website.

Obligations and Requirements:

To qualify for certification, a local unit of government must have adopted a local historic preservation ordinance that complies with
Michigan's Local Historic Districts Act, PA 169 of 1970, as amended, and meets the guidelines set forth in the CLG Manual.

Once certified, a CLG:

¶ is required to maintain an ongoing system for the survey and inventory of
historic resources;

¶ must develop four-year historic preservation goals for the community;
¶ is required to provide for adequate public participation in the local

historic preservation program;
¶ may participate in the process of nominating historic properties to the

National Register of Historic Places; and
¶ will be monitored every four years to ensure that all responsibilities are

being met.

The following is an excerpt from the “Michigan Certified Local Government
Program – A Manual on How to Become Certified” by the SHPO.  For complete
guidelines and the process for becoming a CLG, please refer to this document
which includes an application checklist and resume form.

It can be found at: http://www.michigan.gov/hal

Identifying potential resources overlaid with the 1873 settlement
map  – prepared by Gould Engineering, Inc.

Receiving public comment – Photo courtesy of Stacy Lukasavitz
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PROCESS FOR REQUESTING CERTIFICATION
(Excerpt taken from the “Michigan Certified Local Government Program – A Manual on How to Become Certified” by the SHPO)

Requesting Certification

The following materials constitute a request for certification by a local government and can be submitted to the MHC at any time during the year.
Applications should be mailed to:

CLG Coordinator
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
Michigan Historical Center
PO Box 30740
702 W. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48909-8240

MHC staff expect to work with a local government on its application and draft applications can be submitted before a complete application is
available.  The completed submission will explain how the local government meets the five basic requirements.  The Application Checklist, which
follows, is also found in Appendix 2 of this manual and should be completed and sent to the MHC with all application materials.  The MHC shall
notify the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, through the NPS in Washington, D.C., when a complete local government certification request has been
received and approved in accordance with the state's approved certification process.  The MHC will send to the NPS a copy of the approved
request and a Certification Agreement.  To the local government, the MHC shall forward the Certification Agreement that documents successful
certification.  The Certification Agreement is not effective until it is signed by the chief elected local official, the Department of History, Arts, and
Libraries designee and the State Historic Preservation Officer, and approved by the NPS.  Once executed, this Certification Agreement remains in
effect unless the local government withdraws from the CLG program or is decertified.

The Application

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ Provide a cover letter, signed by the chief elected official of the local government, requesting certification from the MHC.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #1:

A. Supply a copy of the local ordinance that establishes a commission and designates and protects historic districts.  Attach any
amendments, regulations, bylaws, or guidelines associated with the ordinance.
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B. Mark on the ordinance or equivalent, or key on a separate piece of paper the location of the following.  Refer to Basic

Requirement #1, B. on pages 4 and 5 of this manual for the description of each component.

1. statement of purpose
2. definitions
3. boundary descriptions
4. means of establishing the commission
5. confirmation of qualified commission members
6. confirmation of the commission's powers
7. procedures for review
8. appeals process
9. design review guidelines
10. procedure for identifying, designating, and protecting historic resources.

C. Include a list and location maps of all historic districts designated under the ordinance.

D. Supply a code of conduct that governs commissioners' actions when administering the local ordinance.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #2:

A. Note the official name of the commission.

B. Provide a Resume Form, found in Appendix 3 of this manual, for each member of the commission.  Note those members who the
local government believes meet 36CFR61 professional qualifications.  On the Resume Form emphasize education, training,
practical experience, and volunteer efforts that indicate interest, competence, and knowledge of historic preservation.

C. If any or all of the professions of architect, archaeologist, historian, or architectural historian are not represented on the
commission, document how the local government has attempted to appoint such people.  Documentation could include newspaper
notices, correspondence, etc.

D. Provide a copy of the rules of procedure, if available, that will be followed by the commission.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #3:

A. Describe the on-going survey and inventory system that the local government uses to systematically document resources within its
jurisdiction.

B. Referring to the survey guidelines on pages 7 and 8, assess which goals have already been met and the goals that yet need to be
addressed.
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ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #4:

A. Describe the general public participation program that is administered by the local government.

B. Describe the specific public participation and property owner notification procedures for National Register nominations.

ƆƄƇ
ƈƄƉ To meet Basic Requirement #5:

A. Quantify activities proposed for completion within the next three year period.  What are the preservation goals of the local
government?  If the local government plans to become involved in the writing of National Register nominations, for example,
provide the prioritized list of nominations to be produced within the three year period.

B. If the local government wishes to assume the additional responsibilities of either the federal tax credit program or the review and
compliance program, supply the professional qualifications of commissioners or staff who would be doing the reviews.  Describe
the kinds of projects that the local government has reviewed in the past. For the review and compliance program, indicate which
federal programs the local government participates in and would be included in a Memorandum of Agreement with the SHPO.

The Review Procedure and Its Timing

The MHC shall respond to the chief elected official's request for certification within 30 days of receipt of an adequately prepared submission that
includes all the materials requested above.  If the application is complete and the local government meets all of the requirements, the MHC will
prepare the Certification Agreement.  The Certification Agreement shall summarize the required responsibilities and any additional responsibilities
assumed by the local government.

The MHC shall notify the NPS when a local government certification request has been received and approved, and, forward to it a copy of the
request and written Certification Agreement.  When NPS has approved the certification request, the local government shall be certified.

Amendments

Substantive changes in Certification Agreements must be forwarded as a written amendment to the NPS for concurrence.  Changes are approved if
the NPS approves the amendment. The MHC must notify the CLG, in writing, of the decision.

State Records

The MHC shall maintain records of its evaluations, certifications, decertifications, and CLG annual reports so that all results are available for the
U.S. Secretary of the Interior's performance evaluation of Michigan's historic preservation program.  Such records shall be available for public
review during regular working hours at the MHC office in Lansing.
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EEssttaabblliisshhiinngg aa LLooccaall HHiissttoorriicc DDiissttrriicctt
Public Act 169, Michigan Local Historic Districts, was enacted in 1970. It enables local governments to adopt a historic district
ordinance for the purposes of safeguarding a community’s heritage, strengthening the local economy, stabilizing and improving
property values, fostering civic beauty, and promoting history.  PA 169 provides the process for preserving and protecting historic
resources and ensures that the law is fairly and equitably applied to all residents in the community.

Local Historic District Designation enables communities to preserve their unique character and
use it to create their future – SHPO Local Historic Districts Manual

It is important that the following process for establishing a local historic district be followed closely to ensure a solid legal
foundation for the district. If ever challenged in court, a district could be eliminated if the committee created it using improper
procedures.  The following steps give a brief outline of the process. For detailed instructions of this process please refer to Section
399.203 of Michigan’s Local Historic Districts Act, Public Act 169 of 1970, as amended and the SHPO Local Historic Districts
Manual.

Step 1) Obtain Resolution from Local Unit of Government to conduct a Historic District Study -
The township must adopt a resolution giving the authority to conduct a study and appoint a historic
district study committee.

Step 2) Appointment of a Historic District Study Committee - This committee should be made
up of a diverse group. In this case, the committee includes township board members, township staff
(including planners), members of the heritage
museum, local historians, and a local archeologist.

Step 3) The Historic Resource Survey - Using the
guidelines in the Manual for Historic and
Architectural Surveys in Michigan, each potential
site should be evaluated and photographed. The
survey provides the raw data and background
information that is presented to the study committee
for their use in analyzing districts. A reconnaissance
level survey has been conducted under the study
prepared herein.

The McDonald Cow Barn  - 6262 Perry Road
























