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Tree Removal Permit Application

OWNER INFORMATION
Legal Property Owner Name(s):

Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax:

APPLICANT INFORMATION (if different than owner)
Applicant Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax:

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Address:

Property Tax Identification Number:
Current Land Use: Current Zoning:

Complete Legal Description (may be attached separately):

REGULATED TREES PROPOSED FOR REMOVAL
How many regulated trees are on the site plan? 1

Are more than 20 percent of the site's regulated trees proposed to be removed? 2 Q Yes

If yes, a “Threshold Tree Removal’ request must be submitted, in addition to the materials listed under “Tree Management
Plan.” As part of a “Threshold Tree Removal” request, the applicant shall include evidence that no feasible and prudent
alternative location for structures and improvements exists without causing undue hardship upon the applicant. Documentation
including altemative plan layouts, financial feasibility analyses, and other supporting documentation may be required with the

request.

! The site plan must show all existing regulated trees on the site. If off-site work is required by the development plan, off-site trees must also

be depicted. Review fees are based on the number of regulated trees, as confirmed by the Township.

2 Regulated trees include all deciduous trees having a six (6) inch d.b.h. or greater and coniferous trees 20 feet in height or greater.
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CONTRACTOR INFORMATION (if tree removal will be by other than property owner)
Company Name:
Contact Person: Title:
Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax:

License Number:

TREE EXPERT INFORMATION (shalt be a registered landscape architect, certified arborist or registered forester)

Company Name:
Contact Person: Title:
Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax:

License / Registration / Certification Number:

HISTORIC/SPECIMEN TREE DESIGNATION

Are any of the trees proposed for removal or relocation designated as a Historic or Specimen Tree? Q Yes O No

GENERAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS (for all applications)

See Tree Protection Ordinance.

FEES
Application Fee:

The Township may enlist the assistance of an outside woodlands expert to perform reviews of Tree Removal Permit
. Applications. Fees will be established by resolution of the Township Board.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Refer to the Tree Protection Ordinance of the Charter Township of Grand Blanc.




CONTRACTOR INFORMATION (if tree removal will be by other than property owner)
Company Name:
Contact Person: Title:
Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax;:

License Number:

TREE EXPERT INFORMATION (shall be a registered landscape architect, certified arborist or registered forester)

Company Name:
Contact Person: Title:
Mailing Address:

Phone: Fax:

License / Registration / Certification Number:

HISTORIC/SPECIMEN TREE DESIGNATION

Are any of the trees proposed for removal or relocation designated as a Historic or Specimen Tree? Q Yes Q No

GENERAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS (for all applications)

See Tree Protection Ordinance.

FEES
Application Fee:

The Township may enlist the assistance of an outside woodiands expert to perform reviews of Tree Removal Permit
. Applications. Fees will be established by resolution of the Township Board.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Refer to the Tree Protection Ordinance of the Charter Township of Grand Blanc.



SIGNATURE

1, the undersigned, do hereby certify that | am the Owner/Applicant and that all information contained above and in attachments
hereto is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. |f | am granted a Tree Removal Permit, | agree to conform to all
regulations of the Charter Township of Grand Blanc and to perform the work in accordance with the plans submitted.

Signature: Date:
Legal Property Owner

Signature: Date:
Applicant (if other than owner)

Office Use Only
Date Received: Received By:
Application Fee Paid: Review Fee Paid (if applicable):
Complete Application? Q Yes Q No
If no, what is missing?
Date Application Deemed Complete:
Tree Removal Permit: 0 Approved Q Approved with Conditions O Denied

Threshold Tree Removal : 0 Does Not Apply 01 Approved [0 Approved with Conditions ([ Denied

Date Issued:

Conditions, if any:

PERMIT NUMBER:




CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GRAND BLANC
GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE

SECTION 2300. FINDINGS.

The Charter Township of Grand Blanc finds that protection of natural resources is a matter of paramount public
concem as provided by Article IV, Section 52 of the Constitution of the State of Michigan and the Natural
Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Act 451 of 1994, as amended. Continued growth, new
development, and redevelopment in Grand Blanc, and increased demand on natural resources have the effect
of encroaching upon, despoiling, or eliminating many of the trees and other forms of vegetation, natural
resources, and processes associated with wooded areas, If preserved and maintained in an undisturbed and
natural condition, these resources constitute important physical, aesthetic, recreational, and economic assets
to existing and future residents of the Township. Specifically, the Township finds that:

(A)  Trees and woodland growth protects public health through the absorption of air pollutants and
contamination, through the reduction of excessive noise and mental and physical damage related to
noise pollution, and through its cooling effect in the summer months; -

(B)  Trees and woodlands provide for public safety through the prevention of erosion, siltation, and
flooding;

(C)  Trees and woodland growth are an essential component of the general welfare of the Township by

maintaining play areas for children and natural beauty, recreation and irreplaceable heritage for
existing and future residents; and

(D) The protection of such natural resources is a matter of paramount public concem in the interest of
health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the Township.

SECTION 2301. INTENT AND PURPOSE.

The intent and purpose of this ordinance is to promote feasible and prudent altematives to the destruction and
removal of frees consistent with promotion of the public health, safety and welfare in light of the paramount
public concemn for the protection of natural resources from impairment or destruction; to provide for the
protection and preservation of trees in order to minimize destruction and disturbance to them, the wildlife
 habitat that they provide, and other consequential effects on other natural resources; and to protect and
preserve trees for their economic support of local property values, nafural beauty, wildemess character, and
ecological significance. The intent of this ordinance is not to be excessively restrictive nor prohibitive, but to
provide for the submission and evaluation of feasible and prudent altematives to the destruction and removal of
trees in accordance with the standards and procedures set forth herein prior to such action being taken.

Tree Protection Ordinance adopted by the Township Board for the Charter Township of Grand Blanc on February 10, 2005
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SECTION 2302. DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates o
requires a different meaning,

CLEAR-CUTTING. The indiscriminate removal of trees from a parcel of land in the Charter Township of
Grand Blanc.

COMMERCIAL NURSERY OR TREE FARM. A licensed plant or free nursery that plants and grows trees for
sale to the general public.

CONIFEROUS TREES. Trees that are typically evergreen and bear cones.
DECIDUOUS TREES. Trees, including omamental and canopy, that shed their leaves.

DIAMETER at BREAST HEIGHT (d.b.h.). The diameter of a free, in inches, measured at 4Y; feet above the
ground.

HISTORIC TREE. A tree which has been designated by the Planning Commission to be of notable historic
interest o the Township because of its age, type, size, or historic association.

INDISCRIMINATE REMOVAL. The removal of frees in any fashion not consistent with Nominal Activity or an
approved Tree Management Plan.

NOMINAL ACTITY. The removal of up to four (4) regulated trees per acre, and no greater than 20% of the
total number of trees on a lot, unit or parcel of land of one (1) acre or larger within a 24-month period. Removal
of an historic or specimen tree shall not constitute nominal activity and shall be subject to the regulations
defined herein.

NUISANCE TREE. A tree that is diseased or infected by parasites and where an outbreak of infestation has
caused the State of Michigan o issue a quarantine or ban the transportation of such species.

REGULATED DEVELOPMENT. Al commercial, institutional, office, industrial or multiple family development
or redevelopment, and all new single-family residential development or improvements to an existing residence
on a lot, unit or parcel of land of one (1) acre or larger.

REGULATED TREES. All specimen trees and all historic trees. All deciduous trees having six (6) inches or
greater d.b.h. and conifers greater than twenty (20) feet in height on a lot, unit o parcel of land of one (1)
acre or larger.
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REMOVABLE TREE. Those trees designated by resolution of the Township Board as being appropriate for
removal due to their characteristics. Such trees shall be listed by common and botanical name. Such list shall
be maintained by the Township Clerk and shall initially include the following tree species:

Common Name Botanical Name

Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata
Common Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica
Glossy Buckthom Rhamnus frangula
Lombardy Popular Populus nigra (var. italica)
Russian Olive Elaeagnus angustifolia
Siberian (Chinese) Elm Ulmus pumila

Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima

White Mulberry Morus alba

SILVICULTURE. A land use, the primary purpose of which is to derive income from growing plants and
trees including but not limited to fruit, nut, paper, wood product or timber production.

SPECIMEN TREE. A tree which has been designated by the Planning Commission because of its high value

as a representative tree of a particular type or species, due to its size, age, or other prominent botanical
characteristics.

THRESHOLD TREE REMOVAL. A request to remove more than 20% of the regulated trees existing on a site.
A request for threshold tree removal must satisfy the requirements of Section 2309.

TRADITIONAL MANAGEMENT. A forest management system that originated in Westem Europe
approximately 5,000 years ago. It was part of the effort to establish early agriculture, including crops, and
animal husbandry. Traditional management systems are typically biodiverse in both plants and animals.
Examples include coppice, storiers, coppice-with-standards, shreds, pollards, boundary banks, and layered
hedges. Coppice occurs when trees have been cut down and new growth originates from multiple shoots. A
storier is a pared down coppice shoot assemblage. Coppice-with-standards includes coppice and other taller
frees grown from seeds. Shreds are trees with their lower branches removed and harvested. Pollards are
above ground coppice, where a tree's upper branches are cut to generate more shools. Boundary banks are
constructed boundaries between properties or roads, and layered hedges occur at boundary banks, and they
are characterized by cut branches laid horizontally to help contain livestock. Al of these examples currently
exist in Grand Blanc Township.

*. TREE HARVESTING. The removal of trees from a parce! of land in accordance with an approved Tree
Management Plan, for purposes of woodlot improvement.

TREE MANAGEMENT PLAN. Tree survey and additional information prepared by a Michigan Registered
Forester, Certified Arborist, Michigan Registered Landscape Architect, Forester or Similar Agent from the
Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA), Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) or United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in accordance with Section 2309 required for proposed removal of
trees in excess of nominal activity.
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30f10



SECTION 2303. APPLICABILITY.

The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all Regulated Development as defined herein. The provisions of
this ordinance shall also apply to all property in the Township regarding clear-cutting, indiscriminate removal,
tree harvesting and removal of historic or specimen trees. The requirement for a Tree Management Plan may
be waived by the Planning Director;

(A) As part of the permit process for acreage parcels (5 acres or more) where the Applicant proposes solely to
clear frees for the purpose of establishing a pedestrian or equestrian trail or similar activity even though the
number of trees to be removed shall exceed the nominal development threshold; or,

(B) When the subject site or affected portion of the property is enrolled in a conservation, management or
habitat restoration program administered by the USDA, MDA, MDEQ, or MDNR, or similar program
administered by the federal govenment, state govemment or non-profit organization.

The Applicant shall provide the Planning Director with a sketch plan showing the area where tree removal is
proposed, an estimate of the number, size and species of trees to be removed, and documentation supporting
maintenance of the trail or enrollment of the property in the management program.

SECTION 2304. REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED.

Regulated trees are an important resource in the Township, as demonstrated in Section 2900, the following
standards shall govern the removal of regulated trees within the Township.

(A) For all Regulated Development, no person shall remove, cause to be removed, transplant, or destroy
any regulated tree without first obtaining approval from the Township Planning Director or designee.
Removal in excess of nominal activity shall require an approved Tree Removal Permit and Plan in
accordance with Section 2309. The Tree Management Plan shall demonstrate that removal activities
are designed so as fo promote and maintain the health and viability of the remaining trees. The Tree
Management Plan shall include the means by which cut trees shall be removed from the property
without damaging remaining trees.

(B)  Regulated development that proposes the removal of trees in excess of nominal activity shall
require the replacement of trees on the site of the principal building, within an adjacent public right
of way, in a boulevard island, or on a portion of the subject property permanently reserved as open
space. For every free regulated under this section that is removed, an equivalent number of
replacement trees shall be planted (see Section 2312).

(C)  Except for the area within the right-of-way of an existing public street or an easement for public
utilities all Regulated Development shall leave standing and undamaged a minimum of 80% of the
total number of trees having 6 inches or greater d.b.h. and 80% of all conifers greater than 20 feet
in height.

(D) Regulated development that proposes the removal of trees in excess of 20% shall be considered
Threshold Tree Removal. A request for approval of Threshold Tree Removal shall place the
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