Commercial, Office and Industrial 89
Site Name:

The Walter Harris House

Address: 2040 E Maple Avenue
Tax Parcel Number: 12-05-100-010
Year Built: 1905 (date source: owner)
Architectural Style: Craftsman
Other Buildings/Features: Small shed.

History/Descriptive Notes: This is a Sears Craftsman Catalog
Home, Plan No. 7, built in 1905. Owner has the original building
plans. Abstract shows this land was owned by Thorton W.
Gibson, son of Charles De Witt Gibson, founder of Gibsonville.
It was sold to Walter T. and Rose B. Harris in 1908. The plans
for the house are dated 1905, which suggests this house was
built by Thorton and sold not long after. The Harris family holds
much more historic significance to this house as they farmed the
land and raised their family here. The Harris’ had five children.
Son Ken Harris served as Township Supervisor and lived on the
farm until he and his wife split off a ½ acre parcel on Maple Ave .
They built a ranch-style home where they lived until their
deaths many years later.
It was purchased in 1967 by Bud (C.F.) Aikman for the civil
engineering and land surveying business of Gould Engineering,
Inc., which served as Grand Blanc Township Engineers for over
65 years and still operates here today.

1972 photo
photo courtesy of property owner
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Site Name:

Southeast Corner of Maple & Fenton Roads

Address: Various along Maple Avenue
Tax Parcel Number: Various (approximately 10 sites)
Year Built: 1920s to 1930s (date source: tax records)
History/Descriptive Notes: This area is mentioned due to the
number of smaller commercial properties within the dates of
1920s to 1930s. Many of these structures were once homes that
have since been converted into commercial businesses. They are
not shown as individual sites because their historic value
appears to be insignificant. However, their concentration at
this corner may represent a possible small community such as
the Whigville Community. The committee should decide
whether this area should be further researched.
Site Name:

Genesee Hills Golf Course

Address: 5233 McCandlish Road
Tax Parcel Number: 12-23-200-002
Year Built: ca. 1870s (date source: settlement maps)
Architectural Style: Greek Revival
Other Buildings/Features: Several used for golf course
operations, none historic.
History/Descriptive Notes: The 1873 settlement map
shows a house where this structure presently sits and was
owned by C. E. Embury. An employee of the golf course,
having a very long history with the property, says the home
was built when Saginaw Road was gravel. He believes it
was once used as a hotel or bed and breakfast type of
operation. The home is currently leased as office space. It
has been in the Labosky family for three generations. They
have a number of photos and other information on this
property.

Site Name:
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The Law Center

Address: 5500 S Saginaw Street
Tax Parcel Number: 12-05-576-043
Year Built: 1915 (date source: tax records)
Architectural Style: Craftsman Bungalow
Other Buildings/Features: A separate apartment
building built in 1940 per tax records
History/Descriptive Notes: Many original
features preserved within this house that now
serves as a law office. It is located within the
Whigville Community area.

Site Name:

Jobbagy Buildings

Address: 5507 and 5513 S. Saginaw Street
Tax Parcel Number: 12-23-200-002
Year Built: ca. 1932 and 1937 (date source: owner)
Architectural Style: Craftsman
Other Buildings/Features: none
History/Descriptive Notes: Originally owned by Andrew and
Mary Jobbagy, the south building (5513) was built sometime after
1932 and used as a small grocery store. The first north building
(5507) was a small home later moved across Dort Hwy after the
present brick building was built around 1949-1950. When the first
home was built, Andrew Jobbagy used the 5513 building for his
barber and radio/TV shop and later transferred it to the present 5507
building. Mr. Jobbagy was a barber for 60 years and became
affectionately known as the “Mayor of Whigville”. Andrew Jobbagy
Jr. used the 5513 building as a printing shop. Richard Jobbagy is the
current owner.
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Site Name:

The Studio

Address: 5524 S. Saginaw Street
Tax Parcel Number: 12-05-576-005
Year Built: 1930 (date source: tax records)
Architectural Style: Craftsman Bungalow
Other Buildings/Features: one garage, used as a studio,
appears to be same age as home.
History/Descriptive Notes: According to the current
owner this home, now used as leasable office space, has
intricate and unique interior characteristics indicative
to that of a wealthy person.

Site Name:

The Colonial Motel

Address: 5661 S. Saginaw Street
Tax Parcel Number: 12-81-106-475
Year Built: 1920 (date source: tax records)
Architectural Style: Craftsman
Other Buildings/Features: single story motel rooms
located behind the main building
History/Descriptive Notes: Very little information provided
on this building. However, due to its date, preserved
architectural style, and location within the Whigville
Community area it may hold historic significance. Further
research is recommended.
Demolished in 2008.
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General Motors Factory/
Tank Plant

Site Name:

Address: 10800 S. Saginaw Street

Tax Parcel Number: 12-09-300-004
Year Built: 1942 (date source: tax records)
Architectural Style: Industrial
Other Buildings/Features: Water holding
tank and other miscellaneous storage
structures.

photos courtesy of Grand Blanc Heritage Museum

History/Descriptive Notes: Taken from the Grand Blanc
Township website…In the winter of 1942, construction
began on this plant. The most powerful tanks; the M-26
Pershing, Sherman tank, M-10, and the M-36 tank
destroyers were produced here during World War II.
This was the largest industry that occurred in this area.
Thus the character of Grand Blanc changed. It was no
longer a farming community. Currently it is the site of
GM Metal Fabricating Division, Grand Blanc Metal
Center.
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